Team 08-0092 Botball Lessons Learned
As just two people, Chris Emr and Chris Hogan, we cannot speak for the entire team as to what they have learned. Instead of answering for ourselves we spoke to them and they gave us several thought provoking quotes regarding this year's Botball experience... 

"This is my freshman year being in high school and working with Lockheed Martin's robotics program. Both have been great experiences, but this robotics program gave me experiences beyond my expectations. I gained new friends, new outlooks on encountering problems and new leadership skills." 

- Arvind 

"I feel that I have really learned how to become part of a team.  Now I am hands on, working as part of the team and actually participating.  I plan on continuing with robotics for the rest of my high school career and hopefully, even beyond that.  Working with Lockheed Martin's robotics program gave me memories I'll never forget." 

- Katie 

When asked what surprised them most about the Botball experience several of them had to think. Most said how much fun it was, but one response in particular summed up what our team really about by the end of our seven week period working together... 

"As a team we really bonded, frankly, it surprised me how close we got.  Lockheed Martin wasn't just about getting together to build the best robot we could.  It was about having the best experience we could.  I gained friends who I could call up and ask for homework help, I gained friends who I could just hang out with.  It’s great that we have such an opportunity like Botball as just high school kids.  Can't wait for the competition, hopefully we'll do great. Go team 92!!" 

- Austin G 

Austin is right, it's so great to see kids get together and instantly have fun.  Botball is a fantastic time of the year when we can get creative and think like engineers.  Most of us have thought about our future career in engineering and this experience gives a true incite into the life of an engineer.  This includes everything from working with a team to working on a deadline under an overbearing project manager.  We have learned much this year with our Botball team, one being that simple robots work much better than complicated one.  Other than that we have learned the benefits of documentation.  We have learned so much more than we knew last year.  The advantage of documentation is its use in the future.  If we messed something up we have a copy of the old one. If we had a good idea, got rid of it and want to go back to it, we have a note of it.  If we even want to see something we did last year, it is in our records because of our thorough job of documentation.  The entire team participated in the documentation by giving us input and opinions as well as giving us material to document.  We have probably learned the most about documentation, but the benefits have gone to the entire team. 

When asked what one message that we could put out to aspiring Botball team would be there was a general consensus. 

“Get your robot done early and begin testing as soon as physically possible.” 

- Roger 

“Finishing early and quickly is a definite plus.” 

- Eliot 

To sum it all up, team 92 had a great year participating in Botball. We learned to work together, to get along and to work like engineers.  We gained new qualities and learned a lot about ourselves as well as others.  We plan to continue on to nationals this year after a successful regional competition.  We will definitely be returning next year and hopefully, with a second year running as defending regional champions.  

